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Tales on Tour

Monday 2 November 3

All 125 riders completed Stage 1 on Monday without incident in patchy weather. Pockets of public braved the showers to watch the time trials, with Colourplus completing the fastest time and Marc Ryan picking up the honour of wearing the yellow jersey. 
Southland’s weather dealt riders a “curve-ball” in the afternoon and as a result 11 riders did not finish Stage 2. Jack Bauer just piped Heath Blackgrove on the post to win the stage up Bluff Hill, but Heath won the yellow jersey. Bissell was leading in the Teams Classification and the U19 Yunca Junior Tour of Southland winner, Michael Vink, picked up the U23 jersey. Alan Williams of Winton’s Middle Pub won the Sprint Ace jersey and another Winton’s Middle Pub rider, James Gibson won the days PowerNet spot prize. 
Thanks to the volunteers who stood out in the wind and rain yesterday – and you take a week off for this???? – thanks so much – you really are awesome. 

We followed the Zookeepers truck back from Bluff – to the driver – wow that was close at times wasn’t it? At one point we thought that you were going to tip over and we were pretty concerned about your coffee!!!!

Tuesday 3 November

114 riders started Stage 3 today which started bright and clear - a relief after the previous days weather. A bunch of four (Bissell, Colourplus X2 and Benchmark) took off early and managed to create a break that got to just over 3.5 minutes.  They were eventually pulled back in and Logan Hutchings of Colourplus won the Stage that ended in Gore. Heath kept the yellow, Michael Vink kept U23, James McCoy (who did a lot of work today in the break-away group) won the Sprint Ace jersey, Ben King won the KOM jersey from his team mate Mark Langlands – both were in the breakaway group. Zookeepers / Cycle Surgery Team are now leading the Teams Classification. 
Kevin O’Donnell ran over the line, carrying his bike in 90th place and won the PowerNet spot prize award for not giving up. 106 riders rode (or ran) over the line. 
The only major incident today was an accident involving a media vehicle which resulted in a rider being taken to hospital, a cameraman with minor injuries and a very expensive broken lens. 

Thanks to everyone who helped pack up after the Stage today – many hands makes light work.

Look out for Charles Stewart and Rachel Adcock who are down from Keri Keri on holiday. Charles and Rachel decided to take their week long holiday following the PowerNet Tour on their tandem-bike. They made it up Bluff Hill yesterday with only 2 stops which is a big effort considering they biked out to Bluff in that wind on their tandem and Rachel isn’t a cyclist. Kathryn from PowerNet asked Charles if he noticed if Rachel stopped pedaling at any stage and was assured that he does! Rachael did mention that Bluff Hill was the steepest that they have attempted so far and we didn’t like to tell here there were a few more to come. They were pretty rapt this morning cos they overtook Floyd on their tandem on the way down to the Velodrome! 
Two stages tomorrow - let’s home that it’s not a repeat of last year’s weather.

P.S. Shocking ridden by Corey Brown won the Melbourne Cup, Crime Scene came second, followed by Mourilyan. New Zealand horses were not placed. 
