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Tales on Tour

Wednesday 4 November
Announcement: Peter (Neutral Support 3) ran his usual Melbourne Cup sweep on Tuesday which was won by Julian Ineson; second – Ray Robbie; third – Steve Hurring. These guys are probably good for a shout!

Comment of the day – Monday 2nd

Brian Raulston: “I had to put on 3 hats today – 1 as Team Manager, 1 as Commissaire and 1 as Daddy”.

More comment from Monday...

Barry from Subway. “Out of our 5 riders, 4 hit the tarseal, 4 riders finished the stage on a different bike that they started on (don’t even ask), 2 broken frames, 2 broken handlebars, 2 buggered wheels, 1 munted helmet and ½ a missing tooth”. 

Patrol 6 are delighted that they are finally on Bruce’s “mailing list”. After 10 years involvement they had never received a call during the Tour from Bruce but today received 3 calls. Bruce - Clarkey wants to thank you because they “feel important now”. Course these guys might need a bit more practice because they took a guaranteed shortcut to Riversdale yesterday and ended up in Balfour. Apparently there are a number of gravel roads in this area and there is something wrong with their map – yeah right.
Talking about problems with directions…a certain Doctor, who will remain nameless, took a necessity stop on the side of the road today. He took off to join the convoy, mistakenly followed Judge 3, thinking that they were part of the convoy, and ended up 15 minutes in front of the bunch. Murphy’s Law – yes of course there were the inevitable crashes during this time. 

Two genuine (green) lazy-boy chairs from Bell & Wyatts, arranged to provide comfort “on Tour”, have been sold for $350 on the condition that the new owners take immediate possession at the end of the Tour. Apologies to those who have admired these real-men comfort chairs – they are now taken – still there will probably be another set next year. If you are interested contact the guys that got lost going to Riversdale.
Credit to the signage crew in the Evans Transport truck who got behind the convoy on the way to Tuatapere but still managed to get into Tui in time to set the finish up – those guys earned their lunch today!

A certain policeman from Christchurch is holding a sweep for how many times Bruce looses his keys this year. Today’s effort was twice and that was before the race started.

Thanks to Leister Rutledge, Rugby Southland and the Stags for the Ranfurly Shield on Tour today. The shield was a popular talking point in the Waiau Hotel in Tuatapere although it did disappear at one point with the leading Commissaire. Peter it’s probably not that useful in Australia – bit heavy in the luggage as well.
The Stags and the Shield were popular with the public in Winton when they made themselves available for photos outside Winton’s Middle Pub. A lady suggested to one of the Stags that she was happy to take the shield home to give it a bit of a buff up as it looked a bit “worn”. 

PowerNet Spot prize winners today were:

Stage 4: 
Hamish Presbury:

Southland Times 

Hamish if you are looking for your prize, ask Jeremy (brother) he looked quite happy with the gloves and beanie. 

Stage 5:
Simon Brown


SiT.

Dinner tickets deadline today
PLEASE let Pam know if you require dinner tickets for Saturday night event. The close-off for tickets is after Stage 6 today.  We need to give the caterers the number of meals today. Please do not be disappointed by missing out as orders cannot be taken on Friday or Saturday. Please check that you have given your ticket orders to Pam. 
Please do not delay – tell Pam today.

