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Tales on Tour

Thursday 5 November
Graeme has been trying to educate our Aussie Commissaire on how to correctly pronounce Maori place names. Peter is quickly developing the ability with some names such as Pukemaori but really has problems with others such as Makarewa – please help us educate him over the next few days. Course Graeme is a little worried mentioning this as some Chiefs appear to be declaring no confidence in their deputies. 
Still on the theme of Chiefs – please be aware that the Chief Judge is having trouble judging distances which is worrying. Our Chief Judge misjudged the distance between the ground and Brent Cosgrove’s foot when packing up after the Crown Range stage and “placed” the 25kg signage base gently onto Brent’s foot. Brent was wondering how he would go driving Bruce home as he has a heavy foot.  

On the theme of things being dropped – Bruce you may be able to apply for more money from the Lion Foundation following the Crown Range presentation. Lion Foundation representative Philip Holden dropped and broke Jeremy’s stage win trophy and was terribly embarrassed – Bruce now might be the time to place an application!

On the theme of Bruce – Graeme (Sycamore) prepares a list of the riders for the day and gives this to Hank to set up on his computer for the days racing – he wrote “CROSS out sheet” on the top of the sheet. Graeme thought that Bruce might also find this useful and gave the sheet to Bruce. Quick as you like Bruce gave the sheet back commenting that it wasn’t for him because the sheet should have B Ross written on the top not C Ross (out sheet).

There are a few walking (or riding) wounded, gossip has it - George Bennett is riding with a broken hand and Gordy is riding with suspected cracked ribs???  

PowerNet staff really do get into the Tour. On the way to Colac Bay on Wednesday we stopped to pick up a dead squashed hare on the road. We thought that the cyclists had enough to cope with without dealing with road kill. Thanks though to those people who shook my hand at the end of the stage – I think that I used my left hand not the right to pick up the squashed bunny. 
Spot prize winner for Thursday was Andrew Ballantine from South West Helicopters. This is Andrew’s first Tour and it was a long day – well done Andrew. 

The Tour comes before all else – we all know that – and it appears that pilots at Queenstown are now also aware of this fact. A member of our establishment was overheard talking with an agitated man at a road block. The man urgently needed to get to the airport as he had a flight to catch. The Police Officer politely explained that the PowerNet Tour was on and that the man’s request to sneak through was not possible for safety reasons. The agitated man explained that he was a pilot and that he had a plane full of passengers waiting on him. The Police Officer looked relieved and said “well that’s all right then, it doesn’t matter if you are late, they can’t leave without you can they?”. 
Experienced Tour stalwart, aka accommodation officer Pam Ross, took time out at Fairlight yesterday to watch the Tour progress and make a call through to the Te Anau accommodation venue.  During the call she thought something was wrong with her mobile phone.  After experiencing several strange sensations, she in time realised she had been leaning on an electric fence.  It just goes to prove that compared to the Tour, everything else is slightly less electrifying.  
Whoops sorry if you experience difficulty getting onto the tourofsouthland.com web for results occasionally – our web server has crashed a few times due to the unprecedented number of hits this week. Best fix that for next year………. 
