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Tales on Tour

Friday 6 November
Friday funny - Millions of years ago, there was no such thing as the wheel. One day, some primitive guys were watching their wives drag a dead mastodon to the food & fire area. It was exhausting work; the guys were getting tired just watching. Then they noticed some large, smooth, rounded boulders and they had a great idea! They could sit on top of the boulders and get a better view of their wives working. This was the first in a series of breakthroughs that ultimately led to television...and later to the remote control.

Food poisoning has hit the Tour: one of our judges wasn’t able to make work on Friday due to “a touch of food poisoning” - he explained this to a number of us in the café in Te Anau.  
Where were our Commissaires at the beginning of Stage 7? Riders that ride off course are often eliminated but it appears that there are a different set of rules for some. At the start of Stage 7 Nathan Burdon took off followed by Jon Bridges and a Subway vehicle then, following like sheep, the Tour Commentator and the web commentators. Apparently Comm 1 completed a superbly crafted small chicane on the same corner. The cyclists being an intelligent bunch continued on the correct course. One wonders just what Julian, Tony and Rachel were telling the public as they traveled along the wrong course – perhaps they were talking to their counterparts in the paddocks. Bruce - might need to keep a note of those who may require a GPS unit next year!
If anyone needs more drinks bottles go to the railway crossing @ Ohai apparently there is around 10 bottles there following the cyclists bouncing over the very bumpy crossing. Course if you want to bike back there, you deserve all 10 bottles.
This year we are without the help of Donga and Dinga. Steve Dalton aka “Donga” (usually found on a motorbike) and his son Blair aka “Dinga” were unable to take time out to help at the Tour this year. You know we are wondering…..Blair got his nickname as a result of the dinging bell that he had on his bike; we were wondering how Steve got his nickname?

Happy birthday to you; Happy birthday to you; Happy birthday to Trevor Leahy who was 70 on Friday. Trevor is a former Southlander, now living in Brisbane, who came over to help as a Marshall on the Tour. Trevor’s son Michael was a stage winner of the Tour. Hope that you had an awesome birthday in Te Anau, Trevor.
Brent Cosgrove was presented with a “special” spot prize in Te Anau. Brent has had his eye on the PowerNet spot prizes all week and we decided to reward his “consistency”. The spot prizes are PowerNet cycling gloves and a beanie in black with lime-green writing. Not being able to easily replicate these prizes we managed to find some fetching lime-green gloves and an eye-catching beanie which Brent has agreed to model at the Awards Dinner. 
Our “real” PowerNet spot prize winner for Stage 7 is Brent Allnutt from the Placemakers team.
Hmmm only half a story here……..Danny Wyatt failed to multi-task when he got in on Wednesday night……we are all encouraged to ask him what this means?

Graeme (Sycamore) has been flat out at night on his computer working on stuff for the upcoming Oceania’s. Thursday night was no exception and Peter (Chief Comm) used it after Graeme had finished. Graeme started the computer on Friday morning to print off his B/Cross out sheets and the computer wouldn’t go.  Stress! Graeme was on the phone to the IT guy and Peter was pushing buttons on the computer (helping) when he noticed that he had left his memory stick in the computer from the night before. Graeme commented that it was no wonder the computer was unable to work with an Aussie brain in it. As soon as Peter removed his memory stick the computer started working, albeit sluggishly; Peter commented that this was normal speed for a NZ brain. 
Our Chief Judge, Graeme Bell is from Tokoroa, around Hamilton. Graeme has been proudly watching some of the cyclists from his province. Brothers Matthew and Sheldon Gorter are from Tokoroa and are currently placed 15th and 51st respectively. 

Our Tour Organizer is always concerned about toilet stops but really Bruce we probably didn’t need the portaloo in the peloton. A nice lady with a portaloo on a trailer required support from one of our Motorbike Commissaires at Athol on Thursday. The driver started to go around the petolon and froze in the middle of the bunch which caused a bit of a blockage. Fortunately the Commissaire was able to flush the driver out from the cyclists after some encouragement and move the portaloo on. The UCI have strict guidelines on feeding procedures on the move so Bruce best ask the Commissaires to check out the guidelines for toileting on the move before next year.
Notices
Check out the BikeNZ Tour reports on the web under Tour Updates or Tour Media.

Check out the media coverage on Tour Media on the web. There are links to most media reports.
Check out the photos that Peter and Tom have taken during the Tour on Tour Gallery.

For the newsletters, check out Tales on Tour on the web.

To purchase a DVD of the PowerNet Tour contact Cycling Southland or CUE TV. More info about the purchase of this coverage will be available on the web next week– look under Tour Media. 

To purchase additional copies of team photographs contact Cycling Southland or James @ Envious Photography. Again more info about this will be available on the web under Tour Teams – photos will be loaded on Saturday. 

